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IN AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH MILLENNIUM POST

UNION HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT MINISTER
M M PALLAM RAJU EXPLAINED THE EXISTING
STRUCTURE OF EDUCATION IN THE COUNTRY AND
STRESSED ON THE NEED TO IMPART QUALITY EDUCATION

TANIA AMEER KHAN
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The UGC and All India
Council for Technical
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this sector as a whole?

Both the isations are
very important regulatory
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don't want it to be profitable,
but we certainly want it to
be viable. If any of them are
putting up shop, it should
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sities, IITS, [IMs, NIITs and
others. Now my job is to con-
solidate what we have begun
as that is more important for
me before taking new initia-
tives. When I say ‘consolidate,
it is important to make sure
that it is a wholesome envi-
ronment where students go
to for their higher education
once they are enrolled, and
after the required number of
years of study, they come out
with substantial degrees.
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Since education is a joint
responsibility of the central
and state governments,
how do you assess the
of different

states in India in terms of
policy and implementation?
It is a joint responsibil-
ity and we are hoping that
even the states will play a
very proactive role in ensur-
ing the quality of education.
‘That is why we have come
out with this new scheme -
RUSA (Rashtriya Ucchatar

Are you proposing any
new syllabus or curriculum
changes? If so, then what
and how?

_ Syllabus and curriculum

at the school level are handled
by the NCERT and sugges-
tions are taken from experts,
states and others to i

rate changes. As far as univer-
sities are concerned, they are
in consultation with UGC,
though the universities have
autonomy to structure the
course and also the content.
Tam very keen that the aspect
of value in education is not
neglected. I feel values in life

the students in higher edu-
cation is around three crores.
Now, we have to work on
i ing that number. We
are keen to create i
capacity in various forms.
Three crore are enrolled in
higher education today all
over the country. It is not a
question of job shortage at
all. It is, in fact, about the
difficulty of finding the right
people for suitable jobs.

should be enshrined into our

education system as a whole.

What is the total b

Along with government
universities, colleges and

market and that is why the
regulatory bodies are tak-
ing stringent action against
them. If the states also coop-
erate in this effort, then we
will be able to take corrective
measures, in ensuring that it
is only the quality and good
education providers who are
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1 think it is very appar-
ent that there is a shortage
of quality higher education
capacity in the country. In
order to bridge that gap, we
must look at all kinds of chan-
nels. Definitely one of the
channels is through foreign
education providers. That is
the reason why the bill (For-
eign Educational Institutions
Bill) was introduced and the
standmg committee had its

of graduates that India is
producing every year and
how do you explain the
huge shortage of jobs in the
country? How is the HRD
ministry coping with this
problem?

I think the figure today of

do you have in mind?
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UGC Bars Affiliation
to Technical Colleges

Directive to universities
come after SC said AICTE
approval is not necessary
for MBA programmes

URMIA GOSWAMI
NEW DELHI

India’s higher education regulator, the
University Grants Commission, has
asked all 566 universities not to affiliate
any technical or management colleges
till guidelines and regulations for tech-
nical courses are put in place.

The UGC’s missive comes in the wake of
the Supreme Court’s April 25 judgment,
which put management, or MBA pro-
grammes, outside the pale of “techni-
cal” education. The top court was of the
view that approval from the technical
education regulator, All India Council
for Technical Education, was not re-
quired for MBA programmes offered by
private institutions.

The Supreme Court had said that
AICTE's role vis-a-vis universities was
“only advisory, recommendatory and
one of providing guidance, and has no
authority empowering it to issue or en-
force any sanctions by itself”.

Citing its order in the Bharathidasan
University and Parshvanath Charitable

Trust case, the court said that AICTE
norms could be applied through the
UGC. As a result, the AICTE cannot di-
rectly “control” or “supervise” these af-
filiated colleges.

UGC will evolve a suitable methodolo-
gy to ensure that the standards and qual-
ity intechnical and engineeringcolleges
affiliated to universities is not diluted.

In his letter to vice-chancellors, UGC
secretary Akhilesh Gupta wrote, “It is of
utmost importance that universities hav-
ing power of affiliation exercise take due
careanddiligence while granting perma-
nent affiliation or affiliation to new tech-
nical colleges. Any dilution of standards
of technical education at this juncture
would also belie the trust reposed by the
Supreme Court in the sanctity of the au-
tonomy of the universities.”

Meanwhile, the human resource devel-
opment ministry has been considering
an ordinance to.address the legal lacu-
nae highlighted by the court, which
made it possible to put management pro-
grammes outside the purview of the
AICTE. The Supreme Court had pointed
out that MBA and MCA courses were
brought under AICTE and included in
its function through an amendment of
its regulations without placing them in
Parliament, which was mandatory un-
der Section 24 of the AICTE Act.

HRD minister Pallam Raju had also
said that the ministry was considering
movingareview petition of the SCorder.
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- Soon, geta
Cornell degree
sitting in Delhi

Himanshi Dhawan | TNN

New Delhi: You could soon get
a Cornell degree sitting in Del-
hi. The National Council of Ho-
tel Management and Catering
Technology (NCHMCT) will
soon be collaborating with the
US’ Cornell School of Adminis-
tration to allow Indian stu-
dents an opportunity to study
online courses and eventually
receive adual degree.

The MoU for the tie-up is li-
kely to be signed soon.



